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Researcher biography

Dr Michael Thurlow is a former regional commercial television journalist, producer and
presenter with a long and passionate interest in the history of the industry. His Master
of Research thesis, Station Break: A History of Regional Commercial Television
Ownership (2015), was a foundational study for a much more substantial PhD thesis,

Switched On: A History of Regional Commercial Television in Australia (2020).

Michael holds a Bachelor of Journalism from James Cook University, and a Master of
Research and a Doctor of Philosophy in Media from Macquarie University. He is an
Associate Member of Macquarie’s Centre for Media History, Australia’s only centre
dedicated to conducting and fostering research on the history of the media and history
in the media. Michael has received prizes including the Foxtel Prize for best student
paper at the 9™ Australian Media Traditions Conference 2015. He has published out of
his Master of Research thesis in Australian Journalism Review, which chose him as their

inaugural ‘Emerging Scholar’ in 2016.
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