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M. Thurlow

A History of Regional 
Commercial Television in 
Australia
 • Provides a political, economic, technological, and social history of 

regional commercial television in Australia

 • Argues that Australian regional commercial television has 
contributed much to the development of regional Australia

 • Examines localism and independence in Australian regional 
commercial television

‘Monumental and elegantly constructed … an extraordinary tale of opportunities won 
and lost.’ – Sue Turnbull, University of Wollongong, Australia ‘An impeccably 
researched, wide-ranging study of one of Australia’s most overlooked but dynamic 
media sectors.’ – Bridget Griffen-Foley, Macquarie University, Australia ‘A major 
contribution to the field of media and television history.’ – Jamie Medhurst, 
Aberystwyth University, UK This book is the first history of commercial television in 
regional Australia, where diverse communities are spread across vast distances and 
multiple time zones. The first station, GLV Latrobe Valley, began broadcasting in 
December 1961. By the late 1970s, there were 35 independent commercial stations 
throughout regional Australia, from Cairns in the far north-east to Bunbury in the far 
south-west. Based on fine-grained archival research and extensive interviews, the 
book examines the key political, regulatory, economic, technological, industrial, and 
social developments which have shaped the industry over the past 60 years. Regional 
television is often dismissed as a mere extension of – or footnote to – the development 
of Australia’s three metropolitan commercial television networks. Michael Thurlow’s 
study reveals an industry which, at its peak, was at the economic and social heart of 
regional communities, employing thousands of people and providing  […]

Special offer / Get 20% off the printed book or eBook!

Enter the following coupon code at checkout on  
link.springer.com to apply discount. 
LmEJvD59DAT7N3 / Valid May 9, 2023 – Jun 6, 2023

Lifelong 40% discount for authors

2022. XXIV, 496 p. 27 illus., 12 illus. in 
color.

Printed book
Hardcover 
€ 119,99 | £ 109,99 | $ 129.99 
€ (D) 128,39 | € (A) 131,99 | 
CHF 141.50

eBook
€ 96,29 | £ 87,50 | $ 99.00 
€ (D) 96,29 | € (A) 96,29 | CHF 113.00 
Available from your library or 
link.springer.com
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